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local playwright Jonson Kuhn for the Denver  
Rep.   
  
Sink or splash   
  
The show is only in previews, yet tourists helped  
the show break the all-time box office record at  
the Lunt-Fontanne Theatre, generating a  
staggering $1.3 million in sales for the week  
ended Dec. 30.   
  
"We believe in this production," Disney  
Theatricals boss Thomas Schumacher told the  
New York Times. "We will continue to work on it  
until opening night. It has made some great  
strides (since Denver)." In a separate interview,  
composer Alan Menken said: "I expect that, if  
audiences are anything like Denver, they'll  
be incredibly supportive and enthusiastic. ...  
We've rewritten a huge amount, believe me,  
but it's much much less than it would have  
been."  
  
By the way, the original-cast recording is  
already available for online presale at disney  
shopping.com . It arrives in stores in February.   
  
And as expected, "The Drowsy Chaperone" never  
recovered from the strike and closed Dec. 30. It  
starred Colorado native Mara Davi .   
  
This week's theater openings   
  
Thu.-Jan. 13: Dairy Center's "In the Belly of  
the Whale"  
  
Fri.-Feb. 10: Town Hall Arts Center's  

"Always, Patsy Cline" Littleton

Fri.-March 2: Union Colony Dinner Theatre' 
s "Little Shop of Horrors" Greeley

Fri.-Feb. 3: PHAMALy's "One Flew Over the  
Cuckoo's Nest" (at Aurora Fox) 

Fri.-Feb. 17: Miners Alley Playhouse's  
"Misery" Golden

Fri.-Feb. 3: Vintage Theatre's "Brilliant  
Traces"

Fri.-Jan. 25: Mercury Cafe's "Marx in Soho"  
(Fridays only) 

Sat.-Feb. 23: Curious' "9 Parts of Desire"

Sat.-Feb. 16: Firehouse's "Music From a  
Sparkling Planet"

Sat.-Feb. 2: Spotlight Theatre's "The  
Tender Trap" Lakewood

This week's theater closings 

None 

This week's expanded podcasts 

Running Lines with ... 2007 Denver Post 
Ovation Award winners.

1. John Moore talks with Ed Baierlein, named  
last week The Denver Post's 2007 theater  
person of the year. Listen by clicking right here . 
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2. John Moore talks with Warren Sherrill and  
Michael Stricker, founders of Paragon Theatre,  
winner of best year by a company. Listen by  
clicking right here .  
  
The Denver-born "The Little Mermaid" finally 
bows on Broadway Thursday, delayed a  
month by the stagehands' strike. Bad  
word-of-mouth continues to dog the $15  
million underwater spectacular, but  
audiences have drowned out the critical  
buzz-kill.   
  
Talk about the kiss of death: The Fine Arts 
Center's Roberta Jacyshyn wins The  
Denver Post Ovation Award for "best  
orchestra," and two days later, it's  
announced she's packing her bags.   
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This week's theater 

WINTER ARTS PREVIEW:  Our "10 
ays to Watch" in local theater.  

BY COMPANY:  Our complete 2008 
eater schdules.

BY OPENING DATE:  Our complete 
008 theater schdules.

COLUMN:  Starting in 2008, the 
roadway megahit "The Producers" is 
vailable to be staged by local 
ompanies, and two already have signed 
p. Find of who's got it.  

READ:  Karen Slack prepares to 
ortray nine disparate Iraqi women in 
urious' "9 Parts of Desire."  

AUDIO:  Karen Slack introduces 
aders to each of the characters she 
ays. 

READ:  Broadway critics fry "The 
ttle Mermaid," but Denver's Sierra 
oggess is praised.  

READ:  A Q&A with Jonathan 
ender, whose one-man play "In the Belly 
the Whale" closes today (Jan. 13) in 

oulder. 
REVIEW:  The Victorian Theatre's 

The Lion in Winter." *** 
REVIEW:  OpenStage & Company's 

Dirty Blonde." *** 

VATION AWARDS RECAP:  
READ:  Ed Baierlein, theater person 

the year.  
WINNERS:  All the winners, with 

omments, readers voting and photos.  
NOMINEES:  All the 2007 nominees, 

ith photos.  
HISTORY:  All Ovation Award 

inners listed, 2001-07. 

WEEKLY PODCAST
LISTEN:  Megan Van De Hey and 

are Trevathan of "Always, Patsy Cline."  
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